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In a northwest Alabama House seat, two first-time candidates are racing to raise cash. 

When Andrew Sorrell went to Montgomery last year to speak with prospective donors for 

his Alabama House race, he was told he needed to prove viability. 

“A lot of people were not taking it very seriously,” said Sorrell, the Republican nominee 

for the Muscle Shoals area seat, in a phone interview. “I was politely told to go raise 

$50,000, and then we’ll talk.”  

So Sorrell, a businessman and rental property owner, called everyone he could, did 

traditional fundraising and set up an area on his campaign website where people could 

make recurring donations. 

His Democratic opponent, Chad Young, an electrician and a realtor, is drawing on his 

experience with labor unions and in real estate.  

“I have quite a few people behind me, and that spreads out,” he said. “I’ve been really 

fortunate and blessed. … I really do think people believe in the viability of our campaign." 

In the battle for the open seat — held for decades by outgoing Democratic Rep. Marcel 

Black — Sorrell, who won a contested GOP primary for the nomination, raised just under 

$95,000 between Jan. 1 and July 31, according to campaign finance records. Young, 

who did not face opposition in the Democratic primary, pulled in just under $34,000. 

Andrew Sorrell is the Republican nominee for House District 3 in the Muscle Shoals 
area. (Photo: Andrew Sorrell for State House) 
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That fundraising gap is playing out in most races for the Alabama Legislature, where 

Republicans have held super majorities for the last eight years. A Montgomery Advertiser 

analysis of campaign finance records from Jan. 1 to July 31 for the 140 seats in the 

legislature shows Republican House nominees had more than $4.7 million on hand at the 

end of July, about six times the $888,490 Democrats finished with. The pattern is almost 

the same in the Senate, where Republican nominees also had $4.7 million on hand, to 

Democratic nominees' $969,878. 

In the 44 contested House races, Republicans on July 31 had an average of $47,946.93 

on hand, while Democrats had $5,725.33. The disparity is even wider in the Senate. At 

the end of July, Republicans in contested Senate races had an average of $125,704.50 

on hand, against $7,796.51 for Democratic candidates. 

August fundraising reports due on Sept. 5 will update the picture, and candidates and 

leaders in both parties stressed that money in itself would not determine the outcome of 

the campaigns. But the analysis shows the high bar Democrats have to jump to make 

even modest gains in the Alabama Legislature. While Democratic House candidates in 

affluent parts of the state are in some cases exceeding GOP fundraising, most 

Republican House nominees will go into the fall election with larger war chests.  

 

Chad Young is the Democratic nominee for House District 3 in the Muscle Shoals area. (Photo: Chad Young 

campaign) 

“Any time you have money you can send your message out to voters, that is very 

important,” said Terry Lathan, the chair of the Alabama Republican Party. “The strong 

conservative message that most Alabamians that are aware of already puts us in the 

driver’s seat.” 

Republican House nominees — many of whom, like Sorrell, came through bruising 

primaries — raised about $4.2 million in the first seven months of the year, while 



Democratic House nominees raised $2 million. But money from major interests has 

tended to go to incumbents. That favors Republicans, who hold more than two-thirds of 

the seats in the House and almost three-fourths of the seats in the Senate. But 

incumbent Democrats also benefited; House Democrats’ got about $1.2 million of the $2 

million raised.  

Nancy Worley, the chair of the Alabama Democratic Party, argued that there was nothing 

new about Republicans pulling in more money than Democrats. 

“We do have a lot of first-time candidates,” she said. “They’re inexperienced in 

fundraising. People who are incumbents go out there and say ‘I can help you out. You’ve 

got to help me out.’” 

Republicans are dominating fundraising in most of the Senate races, though longtime 

Democratic House Rep. Johnny Mack Morrow is keeping pace with Republican Sen. 

Larry Stutts in a northwest Alabama race, raising $132,000 over the first seven months of 

the year to Stutts’ $146,000. Craig Ford, the Democratic House Minority Leader from 

2010 to 2016, is running as an independent for an Etowah County Senate seat and at the 

end of July had a nearly five-to-one cash-on-hand advantage over Republican nominee 

Andrew Jones ($35,000 to about $8,000). There is no Democratic nominee in the race. 

A handful of House Democratic candidates bucked the fundraising trends in the first part 

of the year. In traditionally red Baldwin County, Democratic House candidate Danielle 

Mashburn-Myrick outraised four-term Republican incumbent Joe Faust more than two-to-

one ($39,000 to $18,000) and finished slightly behind Faust in cash on hand ($23,000 for 

Faust to about $19,000 for Mashburn-Myrick). In Jefferson County, Felicia Stewart 

outraised incumbent David Faulkner through July 31 ($54,000 to $39,000), though 

Faulkner had a six-to-one cash on hand advantage ($128,000 to $20,000). All of 

Stewart’s contributions came from individuals, as did nearly all of Mashburn-Myrick’s.  

“I’m raising money only from people,” Stewart wrote in an email. “My goal is not to raise 

more than my opponent, but to raise enough to run a successful campaign that’s focused 

on direct engagement with the people I will serve.” 

Faulkner said in an interview Tuesday that his August report would show “quite a bit of 

money raised.” 

“Those things don’t cause us any concern,” he said. “You also fundraise based on what 

you have and don’t have. You don’t want to ask people for money if you have what you 

need.” 



Worley said Democrats would try to speak to people “looking for change.” 

“I think it’s terrible when the government in Washington, run by the Republican president 

and Congress, the unfriendly government in Montgomery has not helped working 

people,” Worley said. “They’ve not expanded Medicaid, not consistently funded 

education, and have not provided just the basics of a good life for people.” 

Lathan said the Republican Party would work to “protect and guard” any seats that might 

be vulnerable, while emphasizing the state economy and “issues that resonate with 

Alabamians.” 

“As long as there are nightly broadcasts and stories in the national media with the 

Democratic Party running so far to the left, Alabamians have gone farther to the right in 

voting history,” she said. “I don’t think there’s money that can fix that as long as the 

Democrats in this state embrace the Democratic platform.” 

In House District 3, both Sorrell and Young are trying to emphasize working class issues. 

Sorrell says his message is that he’s “a Republican for the working man” and says he’s 

turned down money from some big donors because he refused to commit to certain votes 

early. He planned to discuss local issues, though he said voters were also concerned 

about issues like immigration.  

“It’s one of the last competitive districts in this state,” Sorrell said. “I expect the 

Republican Party and Democrat Party to invest in this race. I would not be surprised to 

see $300,000 spent in this race going forward.” 

Young said he was “for the working class because I am working class,” and said he 

would emphasize education funding, mental health care and Medicaid expansion, 

particularly as it relates to helping hospitals.  

“The funding part is incredibly important to get our message out to voters,” he said. “But 

at the end of the day, I know money doesn’t vote.” 

 


