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The major results from Alabama legislative primaries Tuesday were voters sticking with 

incumbents — mostly; some notable runoffs shaping up and Democratic voters choosing 

a large number of women as House and Senate candidates. 

Only one incumbent — Sen. Paul Bussman, R-Cullman — lost outright Tuesday night. 

Both Democratic and Republican leaders in the House said they thought that reflected 

satisfaction with current leadership. 

"It shows their constituents are happy with them, and I’m happy their constituents are 

happy with them," House Minority Leader Anthony Daniels, D-Huntsville, said 

Wednesday.   

But there were surprises. Senate President Pro Tem Del Marsh, R-Anniston, one of the 

most powerful figures in state government, struggled in his east Alabama district 

Tuesday. The 20-year veteran of the Senate got just 53 percent of the vote in the 

Republican primary in his district, versus 47 percent for Weaver Mayor Wayne Willis. 

Marsh, who considered a run for U.S. Senate early last year, spent more than $440,000 

on the campaign. Willis spent $8,000.  
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In a phone interview Wednesday, Marsh said an "anti-incumbency" attitude and Willis' 

work led to the close margin. 

“He worked the northern part of the district really strong,” Marsh said. “My hat’s off to 

him.” 

Willis said in a phone interview he was anti-Common Core and was critical of educational 

choice programs like charter schools — one of Marsh’s major issues — saying he 

wanted to “take the money and help the school fix the problems.” 

“The teachers in this county have not been happy,” he said. “They wanted somebody to 

spend more time representing their needs.” 

Three incumbent state legislators will go to July 17 runoffs: Sen. Larry Stutts, R-

Tuscumbia, and Reps. Alvin Holmes, D-Montgomery, and Rep. Pebblin Warren, D-

Tuskegee. Holmes, a longtime Montgomery representative, said Wednesday he was “not 

too surprised” at landing in a runoff with opponent Kirk Hatcher, who has the backing of 

the Alabama Democratic Conference, a powerful group within Democratic circles.  

“Of course this will be my last term,” he said. “Let me complete my work up there at the 

Capitol that I’ve been working on all these years.” 
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A message seeking comment was left with Hatcher on Wednesday afternoon. There will 

also be a runoff for the Democratic nomination for the Senate District 26 seatbetween 

current Sen. David Burkette and Rep. John Knight, D-Montgomery.   

There will also be a Democratic runoff for House District 77 in west Montgomery -- 

Knight's soon-to-be vacated district -- between insurance agent Malcolm Calhoun and 

nonprofit director Tashina Morris. 

Issues at stake 

The general election for the Alabama Legislature — arguably the most powerful branch 

of Alabama state government — will feature more contested races than years previous, 

even if many incumbents remain unchallenged. In the House, about 50 of the chamber's 

105 seats will feature at least two candidates. In the Senate, about 16 of 35 seats will see 

contests.  

Republicans hold 72 of the 105 seats in the Alabama House and 26 of the 35 seats in the 

Senate. The next legislature will likely be making critical decisions about the state 

budgets — some legislators expect a shortfall next year — and will also draw new 

legislative district lines after the 2020 U.S. Census. Both issues could impact Alabama’s 

economy and politics into the 2030s. 

“I think from the Republican caucus’ standpoint, people feel good about the direction of 

the state, and the direction we’re heading in,” said Rep. Nathanael Ledbetter, R-

Rainsville, the House Majority Leader. “Lowest unemployment in history, improving 

education and funding it a better level — I think people like what’s going on.” 
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Daniels said Democrats would try to tailor messages for individual districts, but would 

also hit the Republicans’ current supermajority in both legislative chambers hard.  

“The Democrats will not be a superminority,” he said. “The message is very simple. I 

don’t care if it’s Democratic control. There should never be supermajority power for any 

party.” 

Women will also be a greater part of Democrats’ efforts. As of Wednesday afternoon, 32 

of the Democrats’ 73 House candidates were women, about 44 percent. Eight of their 22 

Senate nominees were women (38 percent). Both numbers could rise after legislative 

runoffs — five in the Senate; 12 in the House — are held on July 17.  

Democrats made conscious efforts to recruit women for the current campaign cycle. Just 

six of the Republicans’ current 77 nominees are women, though the number could 

potentially rise to nine after the July runoffs. 
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