
Meet Th e Alabama Environmental Management Commission
Th e Alabama Environmental Management Commission was established with the passage of the Alabama Environmental Management 
Act in 1982. Th e Act outlines specifi c duties for the Commission that include:

• Establishing rules, regulations, and environmental standards
• Developing environmental policy
• Hearing appeals of administrative actions
• Selecting the ADEM Director

 H. Lanier Brown, II, serves as  Chair-
man of the Alabama Environmental 
Management Commission (AEMC) 
and has served as a member of the 
AEMC in the Attorney position since 
April 2009. Mr. Brown received a B.S. 
degree in Economics from the 
University of Alabama in Birmingham 
and his law degree from the University 
of Alabama School of Law. Mr. Brown 
is a partner and defense trial attorney in 
the Birmingham law fi rm Huie, 
Fernambucq and Stewart, representing 
major corporate clients in the defense 
of automotive liability, product liability, 

medical liability, and general personal injury cases, including insurance 
and nursing home litigation. He is a veteran lecturer on product and 
medical liability issues at local and national seminars. He is a member of 
nine professional law associations and serves as an Adjunct Professor of 
Trial Advocacy at the University of Alabama School of Law. He was listed 
as one of “Th e Best Lawyers in America” for personal injury and product 
liability litigation in Birmingham Magazine and Alabama Super Lawyers.  
Mr. Brown brings highly respected legal experience and expertise to the 
Commission.

H. Lanier Brown, II - Attorney

  James E. Laier, Ph.D., P.E., has served as 
a member of the Alabama Environ-
mental Management Commission 
(AEMC) in the Engineer position 
since October 2010. Dr. Laier holds a 
B.S. in Civil Engineering from Th e 
Citadel, an M.S. in Civil Engineering 
from West Virginia University and a 
Ph.D. in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Florida. He is an 
award-winning and well published 
civil engineer having begun his career 
as a Research Assistant at West 
Virginia University in 1964 to his 
present position as the Assistant Dean 

of Engineering and Associate Professor of Civil Engineering at the 
University of South Alabama. Dr. Laier is a licensed Professional Engineer 
in eleven states and affi  liated with numerous local and national 
professional associations. He served in the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers in Germany, Vietnam and the Continental United States. As 
the founder and Chief Executive Offi  cer for 34 years, he managed the 
respected engineering fi rm Southern Earth Sciences in Mobile. Dr. Laier 
brings a wealth of practical engineering, teaching, and managerial 
experience to the Commission.  

Dr. James E. Laier - Engineer

  Terry D. Richardson, Ph.D., presently 
serves as Vice Chair of the Alabama 
Department of Environmental 
Management Commission (AEMC) 
and has served as a member of the 
AEMC in the Biologist/Ecologist 
position since June 2010. Dr. 
Richardson holds a B.S. in Professional 
Biology from the University of North 
Alabama, an M.S. in Aquatic Ecology 
from the University of Alabama and a 
Ph.D. in Zoology from Louisiana State 
University. He completed a fellowship
in the Environmental Sciences
Division, Aquatic Toxicology Section, 

of Oak Ridge National Laboratory and was Director of Alabama’s Rare 
and/or Endangered Species Research Center for over 10 years. Dr. 
Richardson has extensive academic instruction experience as a professor 
of biology and ecology at the University of North Alabama. He has 
received numerous teaching and research awards and served as 
president of the faculty senate and Shared Governance system. On several 
occasions Dr. Richardson has been invited and made presentations at the 
University of Oxford, England. For nearly twenty years he has provided 
consulting services to engineering fi rms, sewer and water boards, city 
councils, power companies and others in the eastern United States. Dr. 
Richardson has numerous publications, regularly lectures at seminars and 
workshops, and has been a member of biology associations as well as 
ecological and benthological societies. He is a professional SCUBA diver 
certifi ed by the American Academy of Underwater Scientist with over 35 
years experience diving the rivers and coastal environments of Alabama 
and the eastern United States. Dr. Richardson brings the perspective of a 
trained biologist with real world experience to the Commission.

Dr. Terry D. Richardson - Biologist/Ecologist



 Samuel L. Miller, M.D., has served as a 
member of the Alabama Environmen-
tal Management Commission (AEMC) 
in the Physician position since October 
2010. Dr. Miller earned a B.S. in 
Physical Th erapy from the University of 
Alabama in Birmingham (UAB), an 
M.D. from UAB, completing his 
medical internship at the Carroway 
Methodist Medical Center in 
Birmingham and his residency in 
orthopedic surgery at UAB. Dr. Miller 
retired with 26 years of experience as a 
Board of Orthopedic Surgery certifi ed 
orthopedic surgeon, having been 

affi  liated with hospitals in Montgomery and Prattville, and a surgical 
center. He is currently a board member for Baptist Medical Center 
Montgomery and has served as the president and a board member for 
Montgomery Surgery Center. He is a current and past member of six state 
and national medical associations. Dr. Miller is a current member of the 
Governor’s Health Information Exchange Commission. He is a member 
of the Executive Leadership Team at St. James United Methodist Church 
and a former board member for medical aff airs for the United Methodist 
Volunteers in Missions which serves 16 southeastern states. Endorsed by 
the Medical Association of the State of Alabama to serve on the AEMC, 
Dr. Miller brings the viewpoint of a respected physician that has held 
numerous leadership positions to matters considered by the Commission.

Samuel L. Miller - Physician
 Dr. Elliott Craig Martin was named to 
the Commission in the Chemist / 
Veterinarian position in March, 2015 by 
Governor Robert Bentley. Dr. Martin 
received his Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine degree from Auburn 
University in 1991 and joined his father, 
Elliott Martin, at Martin Animal 
Hospital and Pinson Animal Hospital. 
In 2001, he was awarded the distinction 
of Outstanding Young Veterinarian 
from the Auburn University College of 
Veterinary Medicine. In 2001, he 
partnered with 2 other veterinarians 

and opened Liberty Animal Hospital P.C. in Birmingham, AL, which 
merged with Companion Animal Practices of North America (CAPNA) 
in 2012, and is where he continues to work as a Small Animal Practitioner.
His professional fi elds of interest are surgery and orthopedics, having 
been trained in CORA Based Leveling Osteotomy (CBLO) and Tibial 
Plateau Leveling Osteotomy (TPLO) ACL repair techniques. Dr. Martin 
is a member of both the American Veterinary Medical Association and 
Alabama Veterinary Medical Association. He is also a member of the 
Jeff erson County Veterinary Medical Association, where he has served 
as President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Chairman of the Finance 
Committee. Dr. Martin presently serves on the Board of Directors for 
CAPNA. He also has served on the Alumni Advisory Board to the Dean 
of the College of Veterinary Medicine at Auburn University. Dr. Martin 
is an active leader / teacher at Dawson Memorial Baptist Church. Other 
positions of community service include the Board of Directors for Camp 
Smile-A-Mile, the City of Mountain Brook Chamber of Commerce and 
the Birmingham Boys Choir. Dr. Martin is a member of the Aircraft  
Owner and Pilots Association. Dr. Martin brings veterinary expertise, 
business experience, and a history of active community involvement to 
the Commission.

Dr. E. Craig Martin - Chemist/Veterinarian

Mary J. Merritt was named to the 
Alabama Environmental Management 
Commission (AEMC) in the At-Large 
position in August 2012 by Governor 
Robert Bentley. Mrs. Merritt is a 
graduate of the Alabama Aviation 
Technical College and earned a 
Criminal Justice Certifi cation from 
Enterprise State Junior College. She has 
25 years of experience in real estate 
sales and is involved with numerous 
real estate associations including the 
Alabama Association of Realtors where 
she currently holds the position of State 
Director.  Mrs. Merritt is also a member 

of the Women’s Council of Realtors, National Association of Realtors, and 
Wiregrass Board of Realtors (former President). Mrs. Merritt has more 
than 30 years of experience as the co-owner of C & M Income Tax, Book-
keeping and Payroll business in Enterprise. As an active member of her 
community she has served with the Enterprise Chamber of Commerce 
since 2003 and is currently the President of the organization. She is a 
member and past President of the social club Club Yesepoch, Inc. and 
chairs the outreach ministry for Beth-El Faith Church. Mrs. Merritt’s 
dealings with the public in the real estate market, her small business 
experience, and her community involvement bring to the Commission 
valuable insight into the lives and experiences of many of Alabama’s 
citizens.   

Mary J. Merritt - At-Large

  Scott Promer P.E., M.B.A., was named, 
in May 2017, to the Alabama Environ-
mental Management Commission in 
the National Water Well Association 
position by Governor Kay Ivey. Mr. 
Promer holds a Masters of Business 
Administration from the University of 
Alabama-Birmingham, a Bachelor of 
Science in Biomedical Science and a 
Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering 
from Auburn University. He is a 
registered professional engineer in the 
State of Alabama and is a member of 
the National Society of Professional 
Engineers, additionally he holds 

certifi cation by the National Ground Water Association. He has 20 years 
of experience in Operations, Engineering, and Project Management 
delivering large and complex projects and programs. Mr. Promer resides 
in Vestavia Hills, Alabama with his wife and three children. In the past, 
Mr. Promer has been involved with the Economic Development 
Association of Alabama, Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, Japanese 
American Society of Alabama, American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers, Engineering & Construction Contracting Association, 
American Foundry Society, and the Vestavia Rotary Club.  Mr. Promer 
brings a practical background in water resources, business operations, 
engineering, and project management combined with a service-oriented 
outlook to the Commission. 

Scott Promer - NWWA




