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WASHINGTON – One of Alabama’s most prominent
Democrats has endorsed Sen. Jeff Sessions, the
Republican nominated by President-elect Donald
Trump to be U.S. Attorney General.

Sue Bell Cobb, former chief justice of the Alabama
Supreme Court, endorsed Sessions in a letter to
Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, and chairman of the

Senate Judiciary Committee that will review Sessions’ nomination starting next week.

Cobb is a former judge on the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals and was elected to
the Alabama Supreme Court in 2006. She resigned in 2011.

In her letter, Cobb references the 1994 election, when she was the Democratic
candidate for the appellate court and Sessions was running for Alabama Attorney
General.

“We were then as we are now, members of different parties, but always willing to assist
each other as we attempted to constantly do the right thing for the people of our
beloved state,” Cobb wrote.

On issues, she applauded Sessions work in Congress to reduce the backlogs in state
forensics labs, and supporting alternative programs to sentence non-violent drug
offenders with something other than prison time.

“Sen. Sessions has continually demonstrated his understanding of the need for and his
support for these data driven sentencing options which save lives and tax dollars,”
Cobb wrote. “He has always responded when I called; party boundaries were never a
consideration or factor in his decision.”

The Cobb endorsement is one of several that Sessions’ allies are promoting in the
days leading up to the confirmation hearing that starts Jan. 10. While civil rights groups
and many Democrats are opposing Sessions for the top law enforcement job, the Cobb
letter demonstrates some level of bipartisan support from his home state, where he
has been senator since 1997.
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