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A divided House committee on Thursday morning approved a bill that would allow school districts the option of
allowing armed teachers in classrooms. 

The legislation, sponsored by Rep. Will Ainsworth, R-Guntersville, passed the House Public Safety and
Homeland Security Committee on a 5 to 4 vote after Ainsworth offered changes that would give local education
officials more oversight in who gets firearms. 

Ainsworth’s proposal now goes to the full House. The bill would not mandate districts arm teachers, and would
allow opt-outs for districts. The representative, who is running for lieutenant governor, said the presence of

armed teachers would be a deterrent to mass shootings.

“These kids aren’t trained killers,” Ainsworth said. “If they know a threat’s there, they’re going to turn and run.”

But the bill provoked strong pushback in the committee from opponents, who raised concerns the proposal would not enhance school safety and might
put students and teachers at risk of harm.

“I thought you were going to take teachers out of it,” Rep. Harry Shiver, R-Bay Minette, who taught for 32 years, told Ainsworth. Shiver said he feared that
law enforcement responding to an incident at a school might mistake an armed teacher for a hostile actor. 

“I’d hate for a school teacher to get shot,” he said.

The revised proposal gives more oversight to local school districts and allows them to decide whether to enter the program. Local districts would set
standards for storage and training, though the bill would set a minimum of 40 hours or training and an assessment by law enforcement for any
disqualifying conditions, including mental health issues. require annual firearms training for armed teachers. The armed teacher would carry an
“authorized weapon” that could include pistols, shotguns or rifles.

More: Armed teacher bills spark debate in Alabama House committee (/story/news/2018/03/14/armed-teacher-bills-spark-debate-alabama-house-
committee/422804002/)

Parents of students at schools with armed teachers would not be told their schools have armed teachers, nor would there be public information about
which schools have armed teachers. 

“You’re not going to know which schools have armed educators and which ones don’t,” Ainsworth said after the vote. “We think it’s going to be a
deterrent.”

Ainsworth voted for the bill, as did Republican Reps. Isaac Whorton of Valley; Tommy Hanes of Scottsboro; Allen Farley of McCalla and Allen Treadaway
of Birmingham, the committee chair. Shiver voted against it, as did Democrats Christopher England of Tuscaloosa; Thomas Jackson of Thomasville and
Mary Moore of Birmingham. 

House Speaker Mac McCutcheon, R-Monrovia, who had earlier expressed some hesitation on gun proposals, said Thursday evening the bill could be on
the House floor as early as Tuesday.

"This is not a fix-all for all our school safety issues," he said. "This is one piece of the puzzle, with many issues out there."

Educators who spoke at a public hearing on the proposal Wednesday (/story/news/2018/03/14/armed-teacher-bills-spark-debate-alabama-house-
committee/422804002/) said having guns on campus would change the nature of their jobs. Jackson and Moore said teachers were not meant to carry
firearms. 

“If you are serious about this situation, we will put more money in the budget to have police officers in there,” Moore said, adding “there’s a thin line there.
We don’t want to turn our learning system into prisons.”
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The undercurrent of the debate — which surfaced Thursday and turned into a wave — was the lack of resources for public schools, particularly those in
rural areas. Farley cited the inability of some districts to afford security measures wealthier ones have. He said this would be an option, not a mandate.

“A school district has a choice,” he said. “If they want to, they have a vehicle. If they don’t, that’s fine.”

Jackson, who represents a rural district, said his area had other needs, including infrastructure and health care access. 

“And our priority is putting guns in people’s hands,” he said. “It’s mind-boggling.”
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